
Small Friends Books

Only 1% of life on Earth is visible to human eyes.

Science adventure on the micro-scale.
For curious minds of all ages.



Our goal is to make the invisible, visible.
99% of life on Earth is comprised of microbes, such as bacteria, viruses and protozoa.

99.9% of these are microbes are not just beneficial, they are essential to 
the health of all living entities and ecosystems. 

And yet, most children are taught to believe that microbes are harmful.

Small Friends Books reimagine the world from the point of view of microbes.
 

This series of picture books is created by a group of artists, scientists, writers 
and educators who collaborate to bring this invisible world to life.

We are looking for partners to support the 
creative development of our next two stories. 

Read on to hear about our vision, and how you can help.

“I read your first book, The Squid, the 
Vibrio & the Moon, to my four-year-
old grandson and he was absolutely 
riveted. As soon as I finished, he 
demanded that I read it again. 
He was swept up by the story, 
the incredible characters in it and 
wonders of the relationships that 
have evolved. I look forward to the 
series to come.” 

David Suzuki 
Science communicator, 
Environmentalist and Broadcaster.

We need new stories about our small friends...

“The role of the infinitely small is infinitely large.”  Louis Pasteur (1822-1895)



Maths counts, and 
Science matters.
Recent modelling* predicts that a 1% 
increase in young Australians choosing 
a STEM-related career (Science, 
Technology, Engineering & Maths) 
would result in significant gains for 
our economy, exceeding over $50 
billion in revenue. Yet at the same time, 
Australian children are slipping down 
the international league tables^ in 
Mathematics and Science.

The current crisis of science teaching 
in Australia requires new modes of 
engagement.

* PricewaterhouseCoopers, A smart move: Future-proofing 

Australia’s workforce by growing skills in science, technology, 

engineering and maths (STEM), April 2015

^ OECD, Education Policy Outlook: Making Reforms Happen, 2015 
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Learning science 
through story.
Small Friends Books teaches science 
through storytelling, creating new 
tools to engage and educate children, 
teachers, parents and grandparents 
about the critical role of microbes in 
the world around us.

“The Squid, the Vibrio & the Moon is narrative 
non-fiction at its best: a perfect bridge for 
primary-aged children to move from the relative 
safety of Story, to the often intimidating world 
of Information. Story is in our DNA - it is how 
we make sense of the world we observe and 
experience from the micro to the macroscopic 
level. It enables us to connect to that world 
emotionally.”

Nadja Slovak, Teacher/Librarian, St Joseph’s 
Primary School, Springvale, VIctoria.
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Small Friends Books: 
the first two stories. 
Small Friends Books tell stories about 
symbiotic partnerships between 
microbes (such as bacteria, viruses, 
fungi and protozoa) with larger forms 
of life. 

The series aims to counter 
misunderstandings about microbes, 
by telling positive stories that 
highlight their fundamental and 
largely beneficial role in nature. 

Recognition and appreciation has 
grown with each new book, evident 
in increased sales, media attention, 
journal articles, book reviews, 
literary awards, school tours and 
workshops, Australia-wide distribution, 
and endorsements from scientists, 
academics, teachers, parents, children 
and more…

Zobi and the Zoox is a journey into the microscopic 
world at the heart of all coral reefs. When their coral 
polyp home begins to bleach due to the warming 
ocean, our hero Zobi (a Rhizobia bacterium) works 

together with a family of slow-but-steady Zoox 
(zooxanthellae) to save the day.

Shortlisted
Book 

of the Year
2015

The Squid, the Vibrio & the Moon is a 
beautifully illustrated storybook about the 

symbiotic relationship between the 
Bobtail squid and the bioluminescent 

bacteria (Vibrio fischeri) that help it glow 
in the moonlight.

“The Squid, the Vibrio & the 
Moon is superb… It’s very clever 
and great fun.” 

Robyn Williams (The Science 
Show, ABC Radio National)

“Aviva Reed’s wonderfully liquid 
illustrations infuse the microbial 
world with life, colour and a 
sense of movement; they clearly 
communicate the complexities 
of an interconnected and 
interdependent ecosystem.” 

Reading Time (The Children’s 
Book Council of Australia) 



Soil is Life:
two new stories.
Soil is vital to the life of plants, animals, 
fungi and countless species of 
microbes. It is the basis of human food 
production, the source of many of our 
medicines, and the sink for half 
of the Earth’s carbon.

Our next two books will explore and 
visualise soil – the ‘Skin of the Earth’ 
– an incredibly diverse and dynamic 
environment and a treasure-trove of 
literary and aesthetic inspiration.

The Forest in the Tree – a story 
about the interconnected worlds of 
mycorrhizae fungi and bacteria around 
the roots of plants.

Xenos’ Feast – a story about the 
symbiosis between insect-parasitic-
nematodes and their resident bacteria, 
as they save a plant from an attack.

We need your help 
to grow…
Our ultimate goal is to get the Small 
Friends Books series into every 
primary school and library in Australia. 

But first, we need to raise $50,000 to 
complete the creative development 
of our next two stories. 

You can be part of this science 
education revolution as a Donor, 
Sponsor or Advocate:

Donate
Tax-deductible donations can be made 
to Small Friends Books through the 
Australian Cultural Fund. By making a 
donation, you can play a crucial role in 
financially supporting the creation of 
these new books and accompanying 
educational resources.

Sponsor
We can tailor a suitable partnership to 
support business sponsors to create 
shared value. Get in touch to see 
how can work together to reach new 
audiences.

Advocate
If you share our passion for our small 
friends, we’d love to hear from you!! 
You can help us by telling people 
about our books and sharing 
information through your networks.

You can contact us using 
the enclosed form or via: 

www.smallfriendsbooks.com/supportus

https://australianculturalfund.org.au/projects/the-secret-life-of-soil/
http://www.smallfriendsbooks.com/supportus


Publisher: 

Scientific Partners:

Industry Partner: 

Scientific Collaborators:
Prof. Linda Blackall, The University of Melbourne (Series Consultant)
Prof. Madeleine van Oppen, The University of Melbourne
Prof. Patricia Stock, The University of Arizona
Dr. Thorsten Thomas, Technical University of Munich
Dr. Karin Pritsch, Helmholtz Zentrum Munich 
Dr. Viviane Radl, Helmholtz Zentrum Munich 

Our Partners.
Each book relies on support 
from a growing range of 
partners, including: 

Meet The Team.
Each story is developed 
collaboratively by the 
Small Friends creative 
team, working closely 
with scientists, designers, 
educators and students.

Briony Barr
Art Director & Publisher
Bachelor of Arts (English), Bachelor of Fine 
Arts, Masters of Fine Arts
Briony is a conceptual artist, designer and 
interdisciplinary thinker, who is fascinated in 
the relationships between large and small. 

Dr. Gregory Crocetti
Science Director, Creator & Publisher     
Bachelor of Science (Honours), 
PhD (Microbiology), Diploma of Education
Gregory combines his microbial ecology 
experience with science education skills in 
an attempt to teach the world that microbes 
are marvellous.

Aviva Reed
Illustrator
Bachelor of Science, Masters of Environment 
(Education)
Aviva is a multi-disciplinary visual ecologist 
who creates immersive experiences to 
explore complex science.

Ailsa Wild
Writer
Bachelor of Arts, Masters of Creative Media 
(Creative Writing)
Ailsa creates stories for theatre and paper 
pages. She loves collaborating with acrobats, 
scientists and children and her favourite 
question is… But why?

“Life did not take over the globe by combat, but by networking”
Micobiologist, Lynn Margulis & writer, Dorion Sagan, 2001.



“The Squid, the Vibrio & the Moon and Zobi and the Zoox represent 
a fundamental shift towards the development of a new and 

transformative ecological imagination in children and adults alike. 

Each book tells an engaging story for sure, but what is exceptional 
about these stories is that they weave together complex and ongoing 

narratives about the worlds of art, science, technology, society and 
culture, politics, ecology and ethics to name a few. 

These books are exemplary of an important philosophy of education: 
do not assume that anything is so ‘grown-up’ that it is beyond children’s 
understanding; and do not assume that anything is so childish that it is 

no longer within the reach of adults.”

Dr. Maurizio Toscano, Lecturer in Science Education, Melbourne Graduate School of Education

136a Cromwell St
Collingwood  Victoria  3066
www.smallfriendsbooks.com
+61 (0)403 733 628
gregory@scalefreenetwork.com.au

http://www.smallfriendsbooks.com/supportus
mailto:gregory%40scalefreenetwork.com.au?subject=Small%20Friends%20Books%3A%20new%20soil%20stories

